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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 10
	Text202: Sewanee has a history of improving energy efficiency on campus, which began with formal audits of our 15 largest buildings in 1990 and has since resulted in a 12% reduction of electricity and a 24% reduction of natural gas usage in those buildings. In 2010 Sewanee appointed a Director of Sustainability and formed a Sustainability Steering Committee with broad representation.  A sub-group has responsibility for implementing a comprehensive energy conservation program that addresses energy use in every building.  Energy efficiency retrofits in such categories as building envelope (glazing, insulation, etc.), air and water movement, controls, domestic water, HVAC equipment, and lighting usage will all be addressed.  We believe we can save at least an additional 10% of energy use on top of the previous savings achieved.  Beginning this summer (2011) and for three years, five summer interns will work with the Director of Sustainability to complete new energy audits on buildings.  
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: All buildings are individually metered for electricity, natural gas and water and monthly usages are recorded, monitored and assessed using a web-based utilities program called Energy Watchdog.  Changes in usage patterns due to energy conservation measures are observed.  Ratios of such things as usage per student dorm occupant are calculated and compared.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: 
	Text211: 13
	Text212: In addition to other local food used, one day a week the dining hall features a local-food "chef's table."
	Text213: 8
	Text214: 
	Text215: Yes, Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program.
	Text216: The annual expenditure on meat purchases is approximately $170,000.  The total annual number of meals served is approximately 700,000. Some of the meat served is free-range, grass-fed, organic, especially that from local suppliers.   
	Text217: Yes.  Each serving station has vegetarian options, with one station devoted to vegan entrees.    Nutritional information is available at the front of the dining hall for the four-week menu cycle.  Nutritional information is also available on cards at many of the stations for specific offerings.
	Text218: Some bottled water is still used on campus for some special events and in some vending machines.  However, within the last year, bottled water has been eliminated from admission tours and has been replaced in 18 building locations with purified hydration stations. 
	Text219: Students living in the Green House, a residence hall dedicated to sustainable living, have an organic garden and raise chickens for eggs.  The university dedicates several acres of land for vegetable gardens (mostly organic) for students and other members of the community.  The Food Working Group of the Sustainability Steering Committee has recommended creating a University farm and it has become a major goal of the University for the next year.  A new policy has been approved which allows homeowners on the campus to keep chickens and rabbits for eggs and meat.  
	Text220: Four majors and a minor are offered in the Environmental Studies Program.  The four majors are Environmental Policy, Ecology & Biodiversity, Natural Resources & the Environment, and Environmental Chemistry.  The Environmental Studies Program brings together students and faculty from 12 academic departments with a goal of giving students the interdisciplinary tools they need to become environmental problem solvers before they graduate. In addition, Sewanee has a longstanding major in Forestry.
	Text221: Environmental PhysicsEnvironmental EconomicsVarious seminars and independent study projects
	Text222: http://environmental.sewanee.edu/courses/, http://sei.sewanee.edu/ (summer programs) and http://www2.sewanee.edu/academics/catalog/departments/environmental_studies
	Text223: - Biology professor David Haskell was named 2009 Tennessee Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and CASE. His teaching combines class material with action in the world, from hands-on exploration of biodiversity to work in the local food bank. Haskell’s home and farm are examples of sustainability for students. Recently Haskell has been published in Internat'l Journal of Ecology, American Midland Naturalist, Avian Conservation & Ecology, and others.- Biology professor Jon Evans served as Principal Investigator on an EPA and Fish & Wildlife Service grant to conduct a forestry demonstration project; the research generated the scientific awareness that led to a major effort (by The Nature Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund, Natural Resource Defense Council, and the Conservation Fund) to conserve vast tracts of the Cumberland Plateau for its biological diversity. Evans has met with Tenn. Senate and House committees that oversee forestry issues, and with the Governor and his commissioners, on numerous occasions.- Biology professor Deborah McGrath received an NSF POWRE Grant. Her current research involving students includes an NSF-funded study with the National Institute of Amazonian Research in Manaus, Brazil, and developing an agroforestry-based carbon sequestration program for farmers in Haiti.- Professor of psychology Tim Keith-Lucas was named director of the St.. Catherine's Island Primate Research Program, managing the lemur colony on the undeveloped barrier island off the Georgia coast. St. Catherine's Island functions as a survival center of last resort for the world's endangered species. - Economics professor Robin Gottfried was the Principal Investigator on a USEPA STAR grant for a socioeconomic and ecological model to assess environmental impacts of forest change on the Southern Cumberland Plateau, and now directs the Center for Religion and the Environment.
	Text224: The Sewanee Environmental Institute offers field-study courses on diverse environmental topics, drawing on the natural laboratory of Sewanee's 13,000-acre campus. (http://sei.sewanee.edu/) The Center for Religion and Environment develops educational programs and forums that unite environmental learning with faith practices. (www.sewanee.edu/cre)
	Text225: Students majoring in one of the departments offering environmental courses must take at least one such course from within their major.
	Text226: 39
	Text227: Fifteen of 38 academic departments offer classes that are part of the environmental studies program.
	Text228: Sewanee has policies for sustainable purchasing in several areas, such as: require Energy Star-rated purchases for all appliances and other items for which such a rating exists; require purchase of energy efficient electrical devices such as lamps, ballasts, high-efficiency electric motors; require "green" cleaning chemicals. The university is working to develop a broad, formal sustainable-purchasing policy which is a primary recommendation of the Materials Management Working Group of the Sustainability Steering Committee.  
	Text229: ?
	Text230: 
	Text231: Paper purchases are decentralized on campus; the percentage of recycled content is not known.  There is not a requirement for Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper.
	Text232: Yes.  We purchase computers from both HP and Apple. Both are gold certified EPEAT. Printers from HP are also gold certified EPEAT. 
	Text233: In some areas.  For example, Dining Services has agreements with vendors to provide the university with the most eco-friendly packaging available.  The university does not have campus-wide agreements in place.
	Text234: No.  
	Text235: The central campus area is compact and walkable, and is in a rural area, so there is no need for a shuttle service.  We have investigated the feasibility of a shuttle several times and consistently determined that usage would be minimal. "Downtown" is approx. 1 mile from central campus; students and community members often walk or bike to and from town.The University does provide shuttle service to the nearest airports (Nashville and Chattanooga) before and after school breaks.
	Text236: 18
	Text237: Eighteen percent of the total fleet (staff cars, maintenance vehicles, etc.) is electric.
	Text238: We have removed two major streets in the center of campus to reduce car traffic and promote walking and biking.  Similarly, we have removed most parking from central campus streets to make bicycling an attractive and safe means of transportation.  We have increased the number and size of bike racks at dorms and classroom buildings on campus.  We adopted a policy (2006) that prohibits students from driving cars to class weekdays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.  Students are not allowed to park cars on "central campus," which has tremendously increased bicycle use.  We have a fleet of "bio-bikes" for students in field labs to use for transportation. The Sewanee Outing Program runs a bicycle repair shop open to all students.
	Text239: Sewanee is a residential campus; approximately 98% of students live in residence halls on campus. Students do not commute to class. University policy prohibits students from driving cars to class and from parking cars on "central campus."  Everyone walks and bikes, and there is very little automobile use on campus.  Many faculty and staff do commute daily, but cars are largely parked during the day.  Many others are able to walk or bike to work.  There is no public transit offered from nearly towns, though an informal campus e-mail listserv functions as a ride-share program. The Sewanee Outing Program runs a campus bicycle repair shop open to students and employees.
	Text240: 80*
	Text241: * Percent who arrive from their hometowns by car.  Once on the residential campus, students do not drive cars to class.
	Text242: 80
	Text243: Many faculty and staff members live close enough to walk or bike to work, and of those who do drive, many walk rather than drive to lunch.
	Text244: ?
	Text245: The university continues to put metrics in place for this, but we do not have the value at this point.
	Text246: Yes.  Common areas of most campus buildings have recycling receptacles in place.  Dormitories have extensive recycling systems and many offices have both recycling and trash cans.  The recycling program in the dorms is supported by the Environmental Residents (ERs) in each residence hall, who act as facilitators in recycling and sustainable education.  An overhaul of the recycling program is underway at this time.  
	Text247: Yes, recycling bins are available at events such as basketball games.  The University is working to increase the number of recycling bins for large outdoor events, e.g. sporting events and other outdoor functions.  For example, four major public events this year surrounding the installation of our new president were executed as Zero-Waste events.  All materials were selected to be compostable and all uneaten food was composted as well.  
	Text248: Yes. The Zero-Waste events mentioned above served to launch an expanded compost system. A group of student volunteers works in conjunction with Dining Services to compost approximately 400 pounds/day from our main dining hall, where more than 99% of campus meals are served. The composted waste food is from both post-consumer and from the kitchen. Some of the compost created is used by residents of the Green House in the organic garden. 
	Text249: The university has not set a specific waste-reduction goal yet, however, the Materials Management Working Group of the Sustainability Steering Committee has spent the last year exploring waste-reductions options with the goal of minimizing waste going to the landfill. We have taken some steps, such as instituting a "no-tray" policy in the dining hall to reduce waste.   
	Text250: Yes, we will soon. The Materials Management Working Group has been developing a new dorm move-out process which will be implemented at the end of this school year (May 2011). In addition, a very popular informal campus e-mail listserv serves to re-use items through buy/sell/trade postings.
	Text251: The university purpose statement says, in part, "Providing rich opportunities for leadership and intellectual and spiritual growth, while grounding its community on a pledge of honor, Sewanee enables students to live with grace, integrity, and a reverent concern for the world."The university's strategic plan includes the following statement as a strategic goal supported by numerous specific initiatives: "The University of the South will attain excellence and national distinction for programs in the study of the natural environment and the disciplined practice of sustainable living."The strategic plan also states: "The practice of sustainability on campus, of environmental citizenship, should be fundamental to the Sewanee experience, like the Honor Code." Our president's signing of the Presidents' Climate Commitment establishes a number of goals that serve as guiding principles for campus sustainability.  
	Text252: Sewanee has two full-time persons dedicated to environmental initiatives: a Director of Sustainability and a Sustainability Coordinator. The Director of Sustainability heads the Office of Sustainability and chairs the Sustainability Steering Committee.  The Coordinator works with student environmental leaders (Environmental Residents), residents of our Green House, and others. 
	Text253: We do integrate life-cycle analysis into our decision-making for constructing or renovating buildings and we are committed to LEED Silver or better for major projects.  We do not have a formal policy.
	Text254: Yes. We have made an official commitment to become carbon neutral by 2030; the plan is posted on the AASHE web site (http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap-report.php?id=402). It includes the near-term goal of reducing energy use by at least 10% over the next three years. A combination of renewable energy and carbon sequestration is planned to zero our remaining carbon emissions. Our plan makes full use of the 13,000 acres of mostly forested land that constitute Sewanee. We will manage the forests for increased carbon sequestration rates and to provide biomass for a new energy production facility. Sewanee also has purchased 3,000 forested acres with a perpetual conservation easement. 
	Text255: Yes.  Sewanee completed a GHG inventory for the calendar year 2008.  We are currently working on an update which should be in place by the end of this summer.  
	Text256: We have not yet completed an audit subsequent to our base year.  
	Text257: Yes. A list of all endowment holdings is available to the public at the university investment office.
	Text258: The university uses investment managers (CommonFund and others); they provide reports on their consideration of environmental/sustainability issues.
	Text259: The university is currently invested in renewable energy funds and similar vehicles, as well as community development funds. We continue to explore additional investment in similar funds. Donors have the option of directing gifts to, among others, the Lost Cove project (3,000 acres of forest acquired in 2008); ongoing gifts so directed support the educational and research opportunities related to environmental, archaeological, and anthropological study of the tract.There is no formal policy that specifically restricts or prohibits investment in fossil fuels.  
	Text260: ?
	Text261: 
	Text262: Most of the students’ work has been on the campus/local level. ERs and Green House residents offer educational events for students and community; e.g., a wild fermentation workshop, an electric bike demo. Students make up Team Compost, responsible for the composting effort from the dining hall. Students serve on the Sustainability Steering Committee, and developed a new policy for domestic livestock (chickens) on campus. Students plan campus events for Earth Week (CandleNight, lectures, films, garbology studies, etc.). On a broader scale, two recent alumni are working with SEI and Land Trust for Tenn. to produce a conservation planning guide for the southern Cumberland Plateau. Two students published research re development & bird diversity in the Internat'l Journal of Ecology, and one is developing a pest mgmt plan for the hemlock woolly adelgid.
	Text263: Not yet.  
	Text264: Yes, Sewanee has done all three. The purchase and protection of Lost Cove by Sewanee and the Land Trust for Tennessee (TLTT) received a 2009 Governor’s Environmental Stewardship Award. The 3,000 acres are owned and managed by Sewanee for use as an academic laboratory and for recreation. TLTT holds a perpetual conservation easement on the tract. Conservation strategies are employed to protect the integrity of Cumberland Plateau ecosystems into the future. Domain management supports the educational mission and focuses on conservation and appropriate use of resources, and the restoration of areas previously damaged. Only employees may build new homes on university property, and only in certain areas. Trees may not be cut or removed without approval of the Domain Manager. 
	Text265: Campus buildings adhere to ASHRAE ventilation standards.  The university uses CO2 monitors in some of our larger buildings to adjust ventilation to meet the needs of the actual occupants.  We generally buy and use nontoxic cleaning supplies but do not have a mandatory policy.  
	Text266: The Island Ecology Program is a summer field school now in its 25th year, in which students study geology, marine biology, botany, and wildlife ecology for five weeks on an undeveloped barrier island off the coast of Georgia. The program emphasizes the interdependence of these disciplines by exploring the fragile ecosystem of the island. It is open to non-science as well as science majors. Four faculty members from three departments teach it.Walking the Land is a field-oriented geology and writing course conducted on the Cumberland Plateau and surrounding areas. The emphasis is on observation of geological features, particularly geomorphology, and how these relate to other natural parts of the landscape. Historical aspects of human use of the land are also be emphasized. Extensive walking and hiking.Organic Agriculture is a study of the principles and practice of organic agriculture, including the scientific and economic meanings of sustainability, the ethical and spiritual dimensions of growing food and fiber, the effects of agriculture on native biodiversity, and the roles of activism, marketing, and government policy in the production and sale of organic food. Class involves the development and care of an organic garden. Please see Category 10, #8 for more field-based programs and courses.
	Text267: Pre-orientation gives new students the chance to go rock climbing, caving, hiking, &/or canoeing before they even start class, and includes two nights camping on the 13,000-acre Domain. For students and the community: 1) Sewanee Outing Program offers rock climbing, bouldering, canoeing, caving, hiking, backpacking, mountain biking, cycling. Training is offered and day trips are free.2) Sewanee Herbarium: education, research, and conservation. Offers hikes and workshops, plant ID, invasive species cleanup.3) Prof. Haskell (see category 4, #4) leads frequent Sat. morning bird walks on campus.
	Text268: 1.  Installed wind monitoring anemometers to record a year's worth of wind speed and direction 100' above ground to allow evaluation of wind power generation.2.  Launched glass recycling operation for the campus and community.3.  Developed RFP to contract with a consultant to conduct a biomass energy pre-feasibility study.4.  Conducted our first major zero-waste events at our new president's installation and used them as an impetus to launch a food waste composting system for all dining hall waste.  5.  Developed and launched a Sustainability website.6.  Approved the keeping of small livestock on leaseholds.7.  Received LEED Silver certification for Spencer Hall science building.8.  Formed a widely represented Sustainability Steering Committee and held meetings every three weeks working on a Sustainability Master Plan and implementing some of these items.9.  Started up a new 32 Kw PV solar system on Snowden Hall.10. Completed several pilot installations of LED lighting retrofits.11. Installed a power meter on Spencer Hall to allow eventual development of a real-time energy dashboard for the building.12. Selected five sustainability interns to work on energy audits during the summer of 2011.13. Implemented a new utility monitoring system (Energy Watchdog) and loaded three years of monthly data for over 300 meters.14. The president convened an Environmental Summit in September to develop strategic plans for advancing the Environmental Studies Program and sustainability initiatives.
	Text269: Sewanee uses its 13,000-acre campus as an outdoor classroom and laboratory as well as for recreation. Additional field-based classes include:- Reading the Landscape, a study of how patterns in the current biological and physical landscape of the Cumberland Plateau can be explained by historical human land use and natural disturbances. Landscape change is examined through field investigation of specific places on the Domain conducted in combination with the analysis of aerial imagery and other geospatial data resources. (Offered through Sewanee Environmental Institute - SEI.) - Field School in Archaeology (through SEI) focuses on the human history of the Southern Cumberland Plateau. The Plateau is internationally recognized for its biodiversity, containing some of the most biologically rich, temperate forests in the world. Within these forests and deep coves is a little known and highly diverse rich prehistoric and historic record of human occupation.- Pre-College Field Studies Experience is a summer program for talented high school students who are passionate about the outdoors and interested in advancing their skills in the study of the environment. Led by full-time faculty, the two-week experience explores the diverse ecosystems of the Cumberland Plateau and how strategies are being employed to protect their integrity. The experience is conducted almost exclusively in the field; students have the opportunity to take part in a number of activities such as hiking, bouldering, canoeing, caving, and mountain biking. (SEI)- Comparative Watershed Studies, which watersheds of the Cumberland Plateau with those of the Kraichgau region of southwestern Germany, includes a two-week summer field course in the Kraichgau region. The course is hiking-based and requires students to keep a detailed notebook. Emphasis is on the hydrology, geology, forest cover, and history of human use of select watersheds.In addition, the Sustainability Steering Committee was created with the intention of involving students in campus sustainability efforts at every level: students sit on the steering committee; they co-chair the Working Groups; they researched and developed the new Domestic Livestock Policy and presented it to the town's Community Council for approval; they have created and analyzed surveys on campus transportation needs and other topics; they help develop communications vehicles; they helped develop the compost process and provide the hands-on effort; they maintain an organic garden, etc. The co-curricular activities complement the academic goal of giving students the tools they need to become environmental problem solvers.


